64	GUIDE TO  CALCUTTA.
Passing Sobha, (the Mohammadan Government or
Subur) Bazar, we find on our right and proceed up Eaja
Nabakissen's Street, constructed by that famous Calcutta
worthy, the Munshi of Olive and the Company's Banyan.
We must now direct our driver to turn up Sham Bazar
Street, and then turn to the right down the Upper Cir-
cular Road to the Halsi Bagan. We shall find .oji our
left a stone pillar directing us to the
jain tbmplks.
Jainism, writes Dr. Hoernle, "is the only one of the
almost primaeval monastic orders of India which has
survived down to the present day, although until quite
recent yeers its very existence before the middle ages was
denied by the learned world. "
Buddhism nor Jainism are religious in the strict sense of that
word. They are rather monastic organizations. The old Brahmantc religion
ordained man's life to be spent in four consecutive stages, called A^ramas.
A man was to commence life a religious student, then proceed to be a house-
holder, next to go into retirement as an anchorite, and finally to spend
the declining years of his life as a wandering Sanyasin or mendicant. These
Sanyasins or Brahmanic mendicants form the prototype of the great monastic
orders that arose in the sixth century, B.C., the only difference apparently
being that the Brahmanic mendicants never formed themselves into such
large organisations as the Buddhists and Jains." A. P. R. Hcernle, 0. 3. R.
Annual Address to the Benqnl Asiatic Society, 1888.
It is a still popular error that Buddhism and Jainism ori-
ginated in a revolt against the Brahmanic caste : but the
formation of the uon-Brahmanic monastic orders must
have been promoted by the tendency of Brahmins to con-
fine the mendicant stage of religious perfection to rnpm-
bers of their own caste. On becoming a Jain caste is not
renounced, and, in the old times the Jain layman, while
choosing a Jain monk as his spiritual director, would.
have repaired to a Brahmin priest for the performance of
religious ceremonies.	a
Thefounder of Jaini&m was Vardhamana, the son of Siddhartha, the head.
of a Kshatriya class called the Natas or NSyas who had settled at Kollaja, one
of the three remaining portions of the once powerful city of Vesali. The reader
who is making no long stay in India will probably be unaware of the fact
that the Kshatriyas were the noble caste who claimed descent from the
leaders of the Aryan invaders, but even the average Anglo-Indian does not
realise that in the olden time the Brahmans (». e.f the priestly class
claiming descent from the families of Rishrus who composed the Vedic

